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Solid Actions on

d obal i zation & Envi ronnent
c/o Kohei Oa

192- 205 Tai shogun-

hi gashi t akat sukasa- cho
Kita-ku, Kyoto 602-8333
JAPAN

August 10, 1999

External Rel ations Division
Centre WIIiam Rappard

154 rue de Lausanne

1211 Geneva 21

SW TZERLAND

To Wiom It May Concern:

Pl ease consider us an applicant for the attendance at the
third Mnisterial Conference of the WIiOto be held in Seattle this
Novenber. Presentation of our activities is as foll ows.

Wth the spread of capitalism the increasing econonies of
scal e, and the introduction of information technol ogy, we have
entered the age of globalization, in which giant capitals play the
key roles in the world econony. These giant capitals function on
the nmultinational scale, and hence there arises the issue of free
trade.

Free trade is encouraged by the WIQ, the successor of the
GATT. The WIOis lead by the U S., who holds sone of the world's
| argest capitals. It has set its termnal goal as to create
perfectly free markets worl dw de.

However, sone argue that the creation of free nmarkets would
lead to further earning differentials and concentration of capitals.

The markets of forest, marine and agricultural resources, up
to now, have been protected by tariff regulations. |If these narkets
are freed, then it can be assuned that deforestation and excessive
consunption of natural resources would increase significantly. This
woul d nean the advancenent of unsustai nabl e devel opnent for our
envi ronment .

As an NGO, we feel that the economic disparity that occurs
as aresult of world trade needs to be recognized. As citizens of a
nation that has now becone an economic giant in the world econony,
we see the need to spread both the positive and the negative effects
that acconpany world trade. W are the next generation to bear the
future. Nowis the tinme to re-exanine the actual side-effects from
enhancing world trade.

W are a new NGO cited in Kyoto, Japan, with nmenbers from
universities all over Kyoto. Qur nmmin objective is to establish a
strong network with other groups, especially with those that consi st
of simlar age groups. An exanple of this would be the semnar,
which we play to have with A SEED Japan this Novenber.

The nenbers of our NGO have been active in various trade-
rel ated i ssues. One nenber has participated in the Kyoto Conference
| ast year on G eenhouse gas enmissions. He took part in the
observer's conference, COP3, as a representative of Japanese
students.

The head of our NGO took part in the Conference on




G obal i zati on and Forest held by NGO s such as the I FG
(I'nternational Forumon d obalization). Over forty participants
fromfourteen countries reported their current donestic forest
conditions in relation to globalization. Through cooperation, an
action plan was drawn up to work towards stopping deforestation.

As a group, we have invited various professionals fromboth
Japan and outside Japan to conme and speak to us about issues such as
agriculture, the tinmber industry, and the North-South probl ens.

We al so have taken part in the negotiations with the MTI
(Mnistry of International Trade and Industry) and the MAF (M nistry
of Agriculture and fishery) along with other NGO s this August.

Through participating in international conferences, we want
to extend our areas of action not only to the donestic level but to
the international level. This is to encourage Japan as well as
ot her countries to recognize their own cultural uniqueness, which
thus creates differences in their econonmic features and activities.
This is inmportant as a step before opening their markets to free
trade.

It can be said that the WO is sure to benefit from
providing an opportunity for such NGO wi th young active nenbers to
take a seat in the international conferences. W would like to
cooperate in order to make the WIO a nore denocratic organi zation.
We, as students, want to take advantage of our free thoughts and
actions for our generation to becone nore fam liar with social
i ssues regardi ng globalization.

Very Truly Yours,

Tets Naganot o
International Relations Division,
SAGE
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